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our data for their engines. Suzuki
- said our fuel-flow numbers were
high at the upper rpm settings. This
may have been a propping issue (the
Suzuki also takes 21”- and 23"-pitch
wheels} or a result of trim angle. All
engines were left at the same trim
angle (full down) to ensure a level
playing field. Not all the boats were
equipped with trim-angle meters.

Conclusions

The Mercury OptiMax is light and
quick and gets excellent mileage. But
it’s too loud. We prefer the smooth,
quiet operation of a four-stroke. The Ve-
rado is too heavy and burns too much
fuel at higher speeds. The E-TEC, with
its vibration, hesitation out of the hole,
and lower fuel-efficiency mumbers in
this test, doesn’t make the cut, either.

If fuel efficiency and quiet opera-
tion were the only factors in buying
an engine, we'd go with the Honda
BF150. It’s no speed demon, but
speed has never been that important
to us. In addition, Hondas are virtu-
ally bulletproof, with a proven track
record.

The Yamaha has also earned re-
spect out on the water, buf it’s not quite
as fuel efficient overall as the ITonda.

So it comes down fo either the
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Honda or the Suzuki. Despite its
middle-of-the-pack performance
numbers in this test, the Suzuki exjoys
a special price advantage in the
marketplace these days. If a Suzuki
engine s packaged with a new boat at
a dealership, there’s a good chance that
the engine will be heavily discounted.
For instance, the Suzuki-powered
Angler carries an MSRP of $30,810—
that’s $1,850 less than the Honda boat,
and $3,580 less than the Verado boat.
Wow. We found the same disparity at
ancther boatbuilder, Pro-Line. The
Suzuki-powered 21-foot center console
from Pro-Line, the 21 Sport, retails for
$34,577, compared toa Honda-powered
($36,223) or an Evinrude E-TEC-
powered Pro-Line ($36,377).

“[Suzuki] is buying the market,”
says Bill Erickson, aPro-Line dealer.
“They’re discounting deeply to us

through the boat manufacturers

like Pro-Line.”

Bottom Line: If you're buying a
boat-engine package, the Suzuki is
a no-brainer. Its numbers in this
test fell short, but we know from
previous longterm tests that Suzuki
makes a darn good four-stroke. If a
bargain can’t be had on a Suzuki,
we'd certainly pay the extra monsy
for a Honda or Yamaha: B
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Evinrude, 847/689-7090, evinrude.
com Mercury, 920/929-5916, mercu-
rymarine.com Yamaha, 800/962-7926,
yamaha-motorcom Honda, 770/497-
6400, honda-marine.com Suzuki,
714/572-1490, suzukimarine.com
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